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Aim of the project 

QUALFARM shall establish 4 Business Support Offices within the premises of the 4 

PBs. These support structures shall be responsible for providing mentoring, training 

and continuous support in triggering innovative entrepreneurship and supporting 

existing one on the field of agricultural products' processing with particular emphasis 

on small-scale in-house processing of local quality products that are produced by 

small farms and by the most dynamic segments of rural population (women, young 

graduates, etc.). The end-users of the activities include farmers and members of 

farm households; SMEs operating in the agri-food industry. 

The project idea and the partnership were developed on the basis of the experience 

of the participating (in QUALFARM) Local Action Groups (LAGs), which showed that 

entrepreneurship in rural areas is hindered by certain common challenges, namely: 

(a) Difficulties in obtaining finance; (b) Limited access of entrepreneurs to business 

know-how; (c) Limited access to information and contacts; (d) Lack of support 

services; (e) Lack of access/know-how regarding cost saving technologies and (f) 

Inadequate skills. The projects overall and main objective is to trigger innovative 

entrepreneurship in the field of quality farm products' processing, with particular 

emphasis on "in-house" processing i.e. in farms or small workshops. This shall be 

achieved through the provision of training, mentoring and personal guidance on 

issues of innovation, marketing, food safety and branding by specialized business 

support structures that will be created within the premises of QUALFARM PBs. 

Preparation of the seminar 

Research and Development Company of Northern Evros S.A., in the framework of 

the QUALFARM project, which is co-funded by the programme Interreg Greece - 

Bulgaria 2014-2020, organized an awareness-raising seminar for potential farmers, 

ecovillagers and stakeholders in the agricultural sector, aiming at the development 

and promotion of cottage industry. The seminar was held on Saturday 15/07/2023 at 

18:30 at the Municipality of Orestiada Amphitheatre, 9-11 Vasileos Konstantinou 

Avenue, and was also covered through the Zoom platform, at the following link: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83451834069?pwd=UHFGSHdiOE5jQjVXMndrNExvb3h

Wdz09 

Meeting ID: 834 5183 4069 
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Passcode: 525656 

Participants had the opportunity to learn about cottage industry issues such as 

funding sources, the reasons for choosing to engage in cottage industry and the 

steps to follow. 

At the awareness-raising seminar, the speakers were: 

 Mr. Georgios Petresis, General Manager of the Research and Development Company 

of Northern Evros, Agronomist and Coordinator of the Qualfarm project. 

 

 Mr. Leonidas Skrletopoulos, Light Hub Manager, Evros Chamber of Commerce. 

 

 Mr. Aggelos Theodosiou, Agronomist, Peira project team member at Kavala 

Development Corporation. 

The aim of the action was to contribute to the further development and promotion 

of cottage industry. 

During the seminar 

The seminar started at 18:00 with the registration of the participants. 

At 18:30 a short speech was given by the President of the Board of Directors of the 

Research and Development Company of Northern Evros, Mr. Peristerakis Ioannis. 

The baton was then passed to the Director General of the Research and 

Development Company of Northern Evros, Mr. Georgios Petresis, who is an 

Agronomist and Coordinator of the QUALFARM project. In his speech, Mr. Petresis 

gave a detailed presentation of the QUALFARM project and the objectives set by the 

project for the promotion of cottage industry in the area of its intervention. 

Then Mr. Leonidas Skrletopoulos, Manager of the Light Hub, which belongs to the 

Chamber of Evros, took the floor. In his speech, Mr. Skrletopoulos highlighted the 

role of the Light hub, which is to support the interconnection of innovative business 

ideas with the market, to improve the marketability of new products and services, 

and to strengthen through synergies the start-ups of the Entrepreneurship Support 

Structure through a wide network of international partnerships. He also mentioned 

the mission of this Facility, where it is: 
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  Attract young entrepreneurs of all ages, with enthusiasm, hard work and a 

passion for innovation. 

 To impart to them all the knowledge that executives have to operate properly. 

  Connect with the right people, businesses and institutions to make their 

entrepreneurial dream a reality. 

Finally, Mr. Aggelos Theodosiou, Agronomist and member of the project team for 

the Peira project at the Development Agency of Kavala, had the floor. In his speech 

he referred to the Peira project, where the main objective of the project is to 

promote entrepreneurship and innovation in the rural area of Kavala, Drama, 

Smolyan and Blagoevgrad by motivating, training and providing the necessary tools 

to rural entrepreneurs. He also referred to the actions carried out through the Peira 

project for the promotion and upgrading of cottage industry in this intervention 

area. 

Invitation and Agenda 
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Indicative Pictures from the Seminar 
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Σύνοψη  

Η Εταιρεία Έρευνας και Ανάπτυξης Βορείου Έβρου, πραγματοποίησε το Σάββατο 15 

Ιουλίου 2023 Σεμινάριο ευαισθητοποίησης σε εν δυνάμει οικοτέχνες, ήδη 

υπάρχοντες οικοτέχνες αλλά και ενδιαφερόμενους στον αγροτικό τομέα.  

Το σεμινάριο είχε ώρα εκκίνησης 18:00 και ομιλητές ήταν: 

1) Ο κύριος Γεώργιος Πετρέσης, Γενικός Διευθυντής της Εταιρείας Έρευνας και 

Ανάπτυξης Βορείου Έβρου, Γεωπόνος και Συντονιστής του έργου Qualfarm. 

Ο κύριος Πετρέσης έκανε μια αναλυτική εισαγωγή στο έργου Qualfarm 

στους βασικούς του στόχους και τις δράσεις που θα έχουν πραγματοποιηθεί 

έως την ολοκλήρωση του έργου. 

2) Ο κύριος Λεωνίδας Σκερλετόπουλος, Διαχειριστής Light Hub, στο 

Επιμελητήριο Έβρου. Στην ομιλία του, ο κύριος Σκερλετόπουλος 

υπογράμμισε το ρόλο του Light hub, ο οποίος είναι, η υποστήριξη της 

διασύνδεσης των καινοτόμων επιχειρηματικών ιδεών με την αγορά, η 

βελτίωση της εμπορευσιμότητας των νέων προϊόντων και υπηρεσιών και η 

ενίσχυση μέσω συνεργειών των νεοφυών επιχειρήσεων της Δομής Στήριξης 

Επιχειρηματικότητας μέσω ενός ευρέος δικτύου διεθνών συνεργασιών. 

3) Ο κύριος Άγγελος Θεοδοσίου, Στέλεχος ομάδας έργου Peira στην 

Αναπτυξιακή Καβάλας. Στην ομιλία του αναφέρθηκε στο έργο Peira, όπου ο 

κύριος στόχος του έργου είναι η προώθηση της επιχειρηματικότητας και της 

καινοτομίας στην αγροτική περιοχή της Καβάλας, της Δράμας, του Σμόλιαν 

και του Μπλαγκόεβγκραντ με την παρακίνηση, την κατάρτιση και την 

παροχή των απαραίτητων εργαλείων στους επιχειρηματίες της υπαίθρου. 

Αναφέρθηκε επίσης στις δράσεις που υλοποιούνται μέσω του έργου Peira 

για την προώθηση και αναβάθμιση της οικοτεχνίας στην εν λόγω περιοχή 

παρέμβασης. 
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Disclaimer 
 

 

QUALFARM project is co-funded by the European Regional 

Development Fund and by national funds of the countries participating 

in the Interreg V-A “Greece-Bulgaria 2014-2020” Cooperation 

Programme 

 

This publication has been produced with the financial assistance of the 

European Union. Its contents are the sole responsibility of the company 

" Research and Development Company of Northern Evros S.A. " and can 

in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union, the 

participating countries, the Managing Authority and the Joint 

Secretariat. 
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