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QUALFARM: Deliverable T2.P06 

 

Opening Event of the project 

This Report is related to the deliverable T2.P06 "Project Opening event" of the project 

"Support of Entrepreneurship in the Field of In-House Processing of Quality Farm Products 

in the Districts of Evros, Haskovo, Smolyan, and Kardzhali" with the acronym 

"QUALFARM". 

 

Organisation of the Opening event 

The Opening event took place at the Cultural Multicenter in Orestiada, on 07 December 

2022, starting at 10:00 am. 

The duration of the event was about 3 hours and the room was prepared to accommodate a 

total of 60 people, with appropriate audiovisual equipment, a steward and catering services. 

Participants, upon entry, filled in their details on the participant lists, and printed materials 

such as the project brochure and hanging ID cards were also distributed for participants to fill 

in their names. 

 

 

Purpose and objectives of the event 

The QUALFARM project as a whole involves the cooperation of partners from 2 countries 

(Greece, Bulgaria). The intervention area (North and South Evros, Haskovo and Kirkovo) is 

rural with rich biodiversity and agricultural activity, forming a context that is highly 

conducive to the development of agro-industry. The QUALFARM project will address issues 

such as: (a) difficulties in financing businesses, especially cottage industries; 

 (b) limited access of entrepreneurs to business finance; (c) the lack of access to finance for 

cottage industries; and (d) the lack of access to finance for cottage industries. (b) limited 

access to business know-how, (c) limited access to information and contacts, (d) lack of  
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support services, (e) lack of access to and know-how in cost-saving technologies, and (f) 

insufficient skills, and (g) insufficient skills. The overall objective of the project is to launch 

innovative entrepreneurship in the field of quality processing of agricultural products, with 

emphasis on cottage industry (such as farms, small workshops). In this approach, training, 

mentoring activities in innovation, marketing, food safety and product branding will be 

developed through support structures to be developed by the project partners. 

 

Opening event report 

During the opening event, the speakers who covered the topics were: 

 

1. Petresis Georgios, Agricultural Engineer Msc, Director & Coordinator of the 

Transnational Project "Qualfarm". 

2. Stavros Vavias, Agricultural Scientist, Doctor of the University of Thessaloniki. 

3. Nikolaos Thomaidis, Forester MSc, PhD. Director of Planning and Development - 

Development Agency of Kavala SA. 

4. Tutuntzis Vasilis Agronomist, MSc Researcher Special Associate of the Mayor of 

Didymoteicho. 

 

In particular: 

 

 The President of H.E.A.A.B.E. S.A., Peristerakis Ioannis, opened the event, followed 

by the greetings to the attendees of the opening event 

 

 The first speaker was Mr. Georgios Petresis, who in his presentation entitled 

"Financing opportunities for craftsmen and specifications for inclusion in the 

register", made an initial introduction to the Qualfarm project and explained to the 

participants what the term "Craftsmanship" means. He presented the funding 

opportunities for the Craftsmen such as CLLD/LEADER 2014-2020 & 2023-2027, 

which was followed by a reference to what is to come in the new funding cycle of the 

programme. The categories of funding beneficiaries were mentioned Craftsmen as 

well as the indicative actions for funding Craftsmen. Finally he presented the 

requirements for joining the Register and the hygiene requirements. 
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 Then, Mr. Stavros Vavias took the floor, who spoke to the participants about the 

cottage industry in the region of Northern Evros, the challenges it faces as well as the 

requirements and prospects for the cottage industry. 

 

 Then, Mr. Nikolaos Thomaidis, in his presentation entitled "Cooperation and Rural 

Development in the intervention area of the Interreg VA "Greece-Bulgaria 2014-

2020" programme, presented the purpose and objectives of the project, mentioning as 

a main feature the strengthening of entrepreneurship and innovation in the 

countryside. He then presented the actions carried out in the project, such as the 

innovation workshops, while at the end he referred to the expected results of the 

project and the synergies. 

 

 

 Finally, the last speaker of the opening event was Mr. In his presentation, he 

presented the reasons why it would be good for someone to choose the Cottage 

Industry, presented the Central Electronic Register of Cottage Industries and the guide 

to Good Agricultural Practice of the Hellenic Food Safety Authority for Cottage Food 

Production Units. During the presentation, special reference was made to the hygiene 

requirements for setting up a cottage industry, such as infrastructure-equipment for 

the food preparation area, rodent, insect and pest control, etc. Then reference was 

made to the particular importance of having traceability, i.e. where the producer's raw 

materials come from, and at the end of his presentation he summarized what was 

discussed earlier. 
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Conclusions 

At the end of the Opening event, the participants were fully briefed on the reason for the Qualfarm 

project, what it aims at and what it can offer for the development of the cottage industry. They were 

also fully informed on the existence of cottage industry in the region of Northern Evros, the 

opportunities that exist in the region and the difficulties that exist. Another important area in which 

the participants of this inaugural event were informed about was the ways of financing for 

ecotechers, tips for new ecotechers and how to follow some rules for setting up the ecotech. 

 

Completion of the Opening event 

During the opening event, a coffee break was held for the participants, giving them the opportunity 

to discuss with each other and with the speakers on the issues that had been mentioned up to that 

moment, while also at the end of the event, they had the opportunity to enjoy the lunch that had 

been prepared for the guests. 

The participants were given a pamphlet with the necessary information about the project and a 

hanging ID card on which the project logo was displayed and they could write their name. 
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Σύνοψη 

 

Την Τετάρτη 7 Δεκεμβρίου 2022 και ώρα 10:00 πμ. Πραγματοποιήθηκε η εναρκτήρια 

εκδήλωση του έργου Qualfarm στο Πολιτιστικό Πολύκεντρο Ορεστιάδας. 

Κατά την διάρκεια της 3ωρης εκδήλωσης, οι συμμετέχοντες είχαν την ευκαιρία να 

ενημερωθούν σε θέματα για την οικοτεχνία, όπως είναι οι πηγές χρηματοδότησης, οι λόγοι 

για να επιλέξει κάποιος να ασχοληθεί με την οικοτεχνία και τα βήματα που θα πρέπει να 

ακολουθήσει. Επιπλέον οι συμμετέχοντες είχαν την ευκαιρία να συζητήσουν και με τους 

εισηγητές για θέματα που τους απασχολούν και για το πώς μπορούν να λύσουν τα 

προβλήματα που τους δημιουργούνται. Ιδιαίτερη έμφαση δόθηκε και στην παρούσα 

κατάσταση που βρίσκεται η οικοτεχνία στην περιοχή του Βορείου Έβρου και τις ευκαιρίες 

που υπάρχουν στην περιοχή. 

Κατά την έναρξη της εκδήλωσης, οι συμμετέχοντες δήλωσαν την παρουσία τους 

σημειώνοντας τα στοιχεία τους στις λίστες συμμετεχόντων που υπήρχαν διαθέσιμες και τους 

δόθηκε η μπροσούρα με τις πληροφορίες του έργου και μια κρεμαστή ταυτότητα με το 

λογότυπο του έργου για να σημειώσουν τα ονόματα τους οι συμμετέχοντες. 

Στην διάρκεια της εκδήλωσης πραγματοποιήθηκε Coffee Break για τους παρευρισκόμενους, 

ενώ επίσης υπήρχε και συνοδευτικό γεύμα. 

Η αίθουσα πληρούσε όλες τις προϋποθέσεις και ήταν εξοπλισμένη με τον κατάλληλο 

οπτικοακουστικό εξοπλισμό, ώστε να εξασφαλιστεί η ομαλή επικοινωνία των εισηγητών με 

το ακροατήριο. 
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Below is the brochure distributed to the participants, in Greek. 
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Below is the hang tag given to the participants. 
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Below is the agenda for the Opening event. 
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Below is the invitation for the Opening event. 
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Below is the List of Participants completed by the participants. It was available in 

Greek and English. 
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For the Opening event, a banner with the project's elements was also created. 
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Indicative images from the Opening event. 
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